




























The last six months have been quite a faith journey for me.  





In November I went for my yearly gynecological exam and after a number of procedures it was determined I needed to have uterine polyps removed.  If you have had any surgery you know that pre-op tests were next on the agenda.  Results of these numerous tests showed shadows in my lungs. My family doctor said I probably had some kind of fungus in the lungs and not to worry.   








The waiting between the tests (EKGs, stress test, CAT scans) seemed endless but I was at peace and knew that God was in control; finally I was approved for surgery





 After the surgery my gynecologist informed me that post-polyp pathology reports indicated I have stage one cancer of the uterus so she referred me to an oncologist gynecologist to schedule a hysterectomy.  That doctor took a look at all my tests and said he would not do surgery unless he knew for sure that my lungs were cancer free ... so he referred me to a pulmonologist …      (continued on page 2)











Observations as I look back over the past four months:





Yes, I still get to perform weddings! Kelly (grew-up at The Woodfield Church as a Pietruszewski) and Chris Sanchez had a joyous celebration in January.








Churches are realizing the need for ongoing “coaching” in prayer. My weekend in Norwalk (near Des Moines), Iowa in January resulted in a second trip scheduled in May.











A year of monthly conference calls with the City Impact Roundtable Design Team has produced a full week of meetings (CIR) and pre-meetings (a Research Summit and Loving Our Communities to Christ Pilot City Leaders). I am privileged to facilitate the main session roundtable discussion for the CIR, which has over 175 registered (a significant increase) and  I lead the LC2C pre-meetings that brings leaders from nine pilot cities together to assess progress and set goals for the next 6-12 months.
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…which led to many more tests to rule out cancer.  Finally I ended up having a lung biopsy and, thankfully, I do not have lung cancer.  I do have an inflammatory disease in my lungs called sarcoidosis.  The most difficult symptom  I am experiencing is fatigue.  My hysterectomy is scheduled for April 25th and when healing has taken place I will go back to the pulmonologist for follow through and more tests to determine if the sarcoidosis is improving on its own.





 In the beginning I said this has been a faith journey… through all of this I have felt God’s presence and care for me.  The waiting and not knowing what I had was difficult but I was certain God knew and that was all that mattered.  That doesn’t mean every day was an up day or that I was happy about all that was and is happening.  It means I have had to keep recalling one of my favorite Bible verses - Psalm 139:5.  It speaks of God “hemming” me in – caring for me and protecting me.  





You, God, have enclosed me behind and before,


and laid your hand upon me.





God has cared for me in very practical ways by using family and friends to accompany me to doctor appointments when Phil was out of town, send notes of encouragement and flowers, provide meals on procedure/surgery days, stock our shelves with nutritious foods and herbs, clean our home, gift us with a movie night and to just listen when I needed to talk.  A friend of ours talks about people who do this as “God with skin”…  I am blessed to be the recipient of “hugs” from God.  Thank you for your prayers as I face surgery on the 25th!
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Phil,


It was my hope and prayer when I asked you to come to Clarksville Baptist Church to have a seminar on prayer that the membership would be given a new  and greater understanding about prayer. 





God worked in the hearts of many through your ministry here to awaken in us a greater vision and understanding of the need for corporate prayer. 
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Spring Update 








Thank the Lord for technology! Conference phone calls have allowed me to connect with leaders across the country (the Last Tuesday Featured Cities call), serve on several Design Teams (I represent the three dozen Southern Baptist State Prayer Coordinators on the PrayerLink team), and coordinate the coaching team for “LC2C.” One day, while on the road no less, I logged four hours on the phone. 





Your prayers opened the door for a great launch meeting for “Bless Your Block” – a new initiative that challenges churches to “get out of their seats and into the streets” to pray, care and share. About 100 attended, representing a diversity of churches and neighborhoods. A good number were community advocates with the Chicago Alternative Policing Strategies department. Wow, working together with one of Mayor Daley’s right hands!
































Family, of course, is all important. Please read (and pray along with) the journey my dear wife is traveling. Your prayers strengthen us both. We also thank you for the concern and care you have demonstrated during my father’s kidney surgery (he is recovering very well), my aunt Diane’s passing (her funeral was a glorious testimony to her faith in Christ), and Carol’s mother and father (Harry lives at Rosewood Care Center and Millie’s visits have been curtailed with Carol’s and our sister-in-law Robin’s surgeries).





Spring Break reunited our family: JJ (on break from teaching high school history), Jennie and Macie (19 months) hosted Carol and me as well as Tim, Jorie and Sophia (3 years) who flew in from southern California. Like most of the country, temperatures were record-breaking low – But we managed to have a warm, wonderful time together. Photos at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mig70.blogspot.com" ��http://www.mig70.blogspot.com�























Spring Update from Phil & Carol
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We love hearing from you ~


Your photos are all over our refrigerator ~ 


Please keep in touch!








Your prayers and support . . .
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… strengthen us for each day’s work.





… allow us to collect and purchase reference books for pastors who contact us from as far away as Africa and India. Just about every month we ship an “M” bag or few – You should know how much these resources are appreciated and utilized.





… enable Phil to say yes to speaking and ministering opportunities without demanding a certain fee. Sometimes, even the generous gift of a smaller congregation barely covers our expenses and we are unable to meet our daily living obligations.





… give Phil the time to post new ideas and resources to half a dozen blogs that are visited every day by prayer leaders and pastors from near and far.

















As you think of us, pray:





*Safe travel for � CONTACT _Con-43FAD6BB2B2 \c \s \l �Phil�.





*Successful surgery for Carol and no post-surgery complications, especially as Phil will be away several of her recovery days 





*Phil is asking the Lord for 100 congregations and ministries to participate (and register online) for Bless Your Block.








*God’s mercy as we appeal denied medical benefits from our insurance company.





*Wisdom in discerning who to send “M” bags to – We get many more requests than we can handle and recognize not all requests are legitimate.





*For new opportunities to cast a vision for focused prayer and community impact.





*For grace from our contributors as our office response time slows with Carol’s recovery from surgery.
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